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Tue case of Mrs. S———, wife of a clergyman of this city, et. 42 
years, recently deceased, presents several interesting features. For five 
years past, the period of my acquaintance with her, her health has been 
feeble. Previously, Dr. Gould informs me he had attended her in re- 
peated attacks of severe illness ; and once or more, when recovery ap- 
peared improbable. ‘The severest of these was after confinement, about 
twelve years ago; and at another time, when she aborted. For years 
she has been troubled with asthmatic breathing, always aggravated by 
exercise. Her temperament was bilio-nervous ; and her nervous system 
had become irritable and excessively enfeebled. Several years ago she 
suffered considerably from anasarca, and was operated on for ascites. 
Indeed, during my acquaintance with her, her complaints were so 
chronic and diverse, that she entertained the conviction that medical 
treatment could benefit her but little; so I rarely prescribed in the case, 
except when she had “ill turns,” usually induced by fatigue or mental 
excitement. I mention this, by way of apology, for the imperfections 
which may be noticed in the history of the case. 

Her countenance was pale and anemic ; the heart’s action always 
irregular, the pulse variable and occasionally intermittent—the lips, at 
times, suddenly changing from extreme paleness to a purple hue. Yet, 
with an ambition beyond her strength, she attended, all this time, to 
her household duties, and accomplished much labor, rarely complain- 
ing, except when compelled to relinquish her accustomed cares. When 
suffering from special illness, the morbid symptoms took on a violent, and, 
apparently, alarming character; but always subsided with equal rapidity 
and safety. ‘The violence of the symptoms seemed disproportioned to 
the length of the attack. Her sudden turns of sickness were always 
relieved by stimulants and antispasmodics ; the head and shoulders being 
placed in an elevated position. 

Two years since, I made a careful examination of the chest. The 
patient was then laboring under cough, induced by atmospheric changes. 
The action of the heart was very irregular, and unnaturally strong. But 
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of organic change, were detected. The pulse occasionally intermitted, 
The left lung, over its lower half, exhibited some degree of dulness ; and 
the mucous rale was distinct. The right lung appeared perfectly healthy, 

Rheumatic pains of the different joints had afflicted her for yeurs, 
aggravated by east winds and damp weather ; Jeucorrhoea, at times ex- 
cessive, had also debilitated her. ‘Two months before death the cata- 
menia, which had previously been irregular, became frequent and pro- 
fuse. ‘This change was attributed to the approach of the climacteric pe- 
riod. During the past spring she had complained much of darting pains 
through the limbs and body, simulating neuralgia. Her appetite was 
ever capricious, tongue usually loaded with bilious coat, bowels costive 
and always flatulent. Her spirits, under this accumulation of suffering, 
were surprisingly cheerful. 

For three or four days before the fatal attack, she had been laboring 
under an unusual amount of excitement and fatigue. At about 11 
o'clock, A. M., of Saturday, May 17th, while engaged in some domestic 
employment, she suddenly fell on the floor, exclaiming “I am dying.” 
Being engaged at the time in a professional visit, I arrived in half an 
hour after ; the patient was entirely unconscious, extremely pale, pulse 
small and quick, but variable—body and extremities very cold, and 
head moderately so. Sinapisms were ordered to the stormach and feet, 
and bottles of hot water to the body and extremities. R. /Ether. 
sulph., tr. camph., 48 3 ij. ; spts. lavenderc., 3 iv. ; tr.valerian, 3 j. M. in 
teaspoonful doses, was given every fifteen minutes. About 1 o'clock, or 
two hours from the access, re-action began to take place. The medicine 
was discontinued, and warm applications continued only till the pulse 
became full. An enema produced a free dejection. At 2 o’clock the 
pulse was very full and tense, the head hot, with distension of temporal 
veins. Ice was applied to the entire head, and eight leeches to the 
temples; though the best Swedish, they took very unwillingly, part 
dropping when partially filled, requiring re-application. The lips and 
cheeks were dark purple ; the breathing laborious, but no stertor ;_ pulse 
ranging from 68 to 75 per minute; attempts at vomiting, but litle 
thrown up, attended with almost perfect asphyxia—the lps and cheeks, 
at such efforts, almost perfectly black. ‘The arms and hands- became 
partially flexed and rigid. At 5 o’clock, it was with the greatest diffi- 
culty she could swallow ; and farther medication became impracticable. 
The pulse, all the time, were exceedingly variable—but never below 
the natural standard in frequency. 

During the afternoon and evening I was favored with the advice of 
Drs. Buck and Gould, of this city, in consultation. As early as 9 
o'clock, in the evening, a fatal termination seemed unavoidable ; and the 
only prescription after that hour was—R.. Mistur. assafcetidee, 3 1p., by 
enema. She continued till twenty-five minutes past 4 o'clock the next 
morning, with but little change except gradual sinking, and died without 
a struggle. 

A remark, perhaps, is necessary in reference to the omission of vene- 
section, after re-action had oceurred. The patient had been anemic 
for years ; and at ordinary times the abstraction of bload would have pro- 
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duced serious injury. The application of eight leeches, I judged suffi- 
cient under the circumstances ; an opinion, in which, I was happy to 
find, the consulting physicians fully concurred. 

Dr. F. S. Ainsworth, of Harvard Medical College, at my request, 
made the autopsy, and has kindly furnished me the following notes for 
publication. 

“On Sunday, May 18th, at 34 o'clock, P. M., and eleven hours after 
death, at the request of Dr. Ayer, and in presence of Drs. Ezra and E. 
D. G. Palmer, | made an autopsy on the body of Mrs. S. The body 
was considerably emaciated, the lower extremities slightly cedematous, 
and the skin of natural color. Laying open the cavities of the chest 
and abdomen, the organs contained in them were found in their natural 
position and relation. Opening the pericardium, it was found to contain 
about the usual quantity of serous fluid. The heart, on its posterior sur- 
face, was covered with rough substance, like cartilage ; it was not adhe- 
rent to the pericardium, nor did the latter exhibit any traces of inflamma- 
tion. The right auricle was dilated to four or five times its normal size 
—the walls so thin as to allow the venous blood, in some places, to 
show through. It was distended with blood, and formed a sac which 
extended between the right ventricle and the pericardium, as far down 
as the point of the heart—pushing that organ to the left. The ascend- 
ing cava was distended with imperfectly-coagulated blood, and entered 
the auricle on its posterior surface, nearly an inch lower than in the nor- 
mal state. The descending cava was likewise distended with partial 
coagulum ; the direction of these two vessels was altered by the dilata- 
tion of the auricle, in such a way that the two columns of venous blood 
seemed to be directed nearly against each other, instead of towards the 
inter-auricular septum and the tricuspid valves. On opening the auricle 
and clearing out the coagula, the walls did not contract, but remained 
distended. ‘The tricuspid valves were thickened and opaque throughout 
their whole extent—there were no points of ossification about the edges. 
The right ventricle was slightly dilated ; no change was apparent either 
in the chorde tendine or columne carnez ; the semilunar valves of the 
pulmonary artery were perfectly free from disease. The cavity of the 
left auricle was dilated to about twice its natural size—the walls were 
thinner than usual. The mitral valve presented the same thickened, 
opaque and cartilaginous appearance as the tricuspid valves. The walls 
of the left ventricle were somewhat, though not remarkably, thickened ; 
the semilunar valves of the aorta, and coronary arteries, were in a_per- 
fectly healthy condition. 

In the lower lobe of the left, and in the lower and middle lobes of 
the right lung, were spots of a circular or elliptical form, varying in size 
from an almond to an egg—scattered and surrounded by healthy pul- 
monary tissue. ‘These spots were somewhat darker in color than in the 
first stage of hepatization ; they were solid and not crepitant. Their 
consistence was not perceptibly softer than the pulmonary tissue sur- 
rounding them. The line of demarcation was perfectly perceptible 
between them and the healthy portions. Scratching them with a scal- 
pel, they yielded freely dark-colored blood. There was no appearance 
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of a centre, where the substance of the lung was destroyed. The 
large bronchi leading through them were filled with sancuinole nt mucus, 

The viscera of the abdomen appeared to be normal in size and con- 
sistence. ‘The uterus and its appendages were in their natural position 
and relation; the former somewhat enlarged, but not more than is com- 
mon in women who have borne children ; its cavity was coated with a 
viscid, bloody fluid. ‘There were no appearances of peritoneal adhesions, 
or inflammation. 

The brain and its membranes seemed healthy. There was a degree 
of congestion in the veins of the pita mater, but not more than is com- 
monly met with in cases of sudden death from obstructions of the 
circulation. 

It is known that dilatation of the auricles, particularly the right, is of 
such rare occurrence that it has been said by many writers not to exist 
as a pathological phenomenon, and that in all those cases in which that 
cavity seemed to be enlarged, the appearance was due to an influx of 
blood in the last agony, distending i it; in which case it is said the auricle 
contracts to its natural size as soon as it is opened at the autopsy, and 
the blood allowed to escape. In the case now reported, the auricle 
was carefully emptied of its contents, and some time allowed for the 
contraction to take place—as has been said, however, the cavity remain- 
ed of the same size. This fact, together with the extreme thinness of 
the walls, which could hardly be explained by any sudden distension, 
and the change in the position of the two great venous trunks, seem 
to establish the case as, undoubtedly, one of large dilatation of the au- 
ricles. ‘The explanation of this appearance is not difficult, considering 
the fact of the diseased state of the right auriculo-ventricular valves. 
It is easy to suppose that the inefficient closure of these valves allowed 
the blood to re-gurgitate into the auricle at each ventricular contraction 
—in that way producing a gradual dilatation of that cavity. It would 
have been interesting, had there been any thing in the previous symp- 
toms to direct the attention that way, to know if there was pulsation 
of the jugulars, or any brut perceptible in the large veins of the upper 
extremities. 

The apoplectic centres, with which a large portion of both lungs were 
filled, are evidently due to the obstruction of the circulation in the left 
auricle, and the diseased state of the mitral valve. In the case reported, 
the right ventricle was not materially affected, and the valves of the 
pulmonary artery were found perfectly healthy —so that it can hardly 
be supposed that there was any rupture of any branches of the pul- 
monary artery ; while the thickened state of the mitral valves would 
allow a portion of the blood, at each contraction of the left ventricle, 
to pass back into the auricle, and thence, without any obstruction, 
through the pulmonary veins into the lungs. So that in this case there 
is sufficient reason to believe, that the pulmonary apoplexy was caused 
by a rupture of the minute divisions of the pulmonary veins.” 

June 16, 1851. 
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ANEURISM OF COMMENCEMENT OF DESCENDING AORTA, PROJECT- 
ING BACKWARD—FATAL BY BURSTING INTO LEFT LUNG, 


BY CHAS. W. PARSONS, M.D., PROVIDENCE, BR. 1. 


[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Jowrnal.] 


J. A. A., aged 40. Formerly intemperate ; reformed several years 
ayo, and has been a hack-driver. Has generally been in very good 
health. For about three years before his sickness, has been subject to - 
pains in the left side, shoulder and back, worse in spring and autumn. 
He called them rheumatic, and used liniments, &e. In spring of 1850, 
had turn of pain in region of heart, without dyspnoea or palpitation. 
Pain was made worse by riding his coach, and he gave it up for a few 
weeks. In the summer he became short of breath on quick movements, 
and particularly on going up stairs or lifting heavy baggage. ‘This con- 
tinued about the same for a few months, he being still in his business. 
Late in October he had a severe attack of precordial pain and dyspnea ; 
could not sleep in bed for ‘several nights. No palpitation. Dover's 
powders taken a few evenings procured lim comfortable nights. But 
ever since that attack he has been subject to frequent pains in thorax, 
and has never returned to his occupation. He was able after this to 
walk .about street, slowly; had particular difficulty in going up hill 
or stairs. 

Feb. 12, 1851, in the evening, I was called to him. He bad increase 
of pain, preventing sleep ; and a beating in the back, felt disagreeably 
by him when leaning against the back of a chair, had been first noticed 
a few days before. A Dover’s powder relieved him for the night. Next 
morning I examined him carefully. Slept pretty well last night, lying 
down. Face slightly emaciated and anxious. Appetite fair; digestion 
good. Has pain in left side of thorax and over upper dorsal vertebra. 
A pulsating tumor between the left scapula, at the ievel of its spine, 
and the vertebral column. Perpendicular length (measured by a tape 
passed over top of tumor between the extreme points where pulsation 
could be felt), 32 inches ; horizontal Jength, 25 inches. It dilated sen- 
sibly under the hand, unlike a tumor which is lifted by the pulsations 
of an artery underneath. Percussion dull over it; and a little duller in 
left than right supra-spinous fossa. Respiration heard above and below, 
but not on the tumor itself. Two sounds of the heart are both heard 
at middle of tumor; the first sound faint, the second most distinct at its 
upper part. Corresponding to second sound, there is a distinct short 
whiff, at a very limited spot, between vertebral column and most promi- 
nent part of tumor. 

In front, slight fulness, and dulness of percussion, over left sterno- 
clavicular articulation, and a little downward and to the left from this. 
Percussion resonant below this. Second sound of heart as usual. First 
sound feeble, and its point of greatest intensity higher and nearer the 
middle Jine than usual. Impulse cannot be felt by the hand. 

Left radial pulse smaller than right. No particular character of pulse, 
it is soft and regular. Breathing unaffected. 

Diagnosis, aneurism of the aorta, obstructing the left subclavian artery. 
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The tumor gradually increased. The pains became more severe, 
rather more in the back and shoulder, and pretty constantly in the left 
side. He soon began to use morphia regularly ; and the dose had to 
be increased till he took one grain and a half of the sulphate at night 
with partial relief. His intellect was unclouded throughout the sickness ; 
but costiveness was produced, requiring frequent doses of Epsom salts, 
At one early period, he had numbness, shooting pains and slight edema 
of the left arm, which passed off soon. A few days before his death 
he had again severe pain in the arm, beginning suddenly, and much in- 
creased by motion. The pulse at the left wrist became as large as at 
the right. He continued to walk the room a good deal till a few weeks 
before his death; and a few hours before his death walked from one 
room to the other. The tumor extended up above the scapula, till the 
muscles of the neck were made lame, and down to the false ribs; it 
passed over half the spine of the scapula, and a little to the right of the 
spinous processes. The skin was of a livid brown over it for weeks, and 
at last was speckled with numerous reddish blotches. As it pained him 
to move, I made no proper physical examination for a few weeks be- 
fore his death. But the day of his« death, I ascertained that the whiff- 
ing sound was heard over a larger space, in the same situation as before. 
On the evening of June 6th, he had a sudden peculiar cough just after 
drinking, and died in a few moments. He had borne his sufferings with 
remarkable fortitude. 

Besides the medicines above mentioned, he took for a few weeks suc- 
cessively, a combination of tr. ferri chlorid.,* tr. digitalis, and tr. op. 
camph. Afterwards, for nearly two months, he took pretty constantly 
a combination of tr. digitalis and hydrocyanic acid, which he felt sure gave 
him some relief. I think it lessened the force of the beating and the 
pain. Anodyne liniments, and a blister once applied on account of se- 
vere pain in the side, did no appreciable good. The diagnosis was per- 
fectly clear, and treatment only palliative. An advertising “surgeon ” 
of this city visited my patient, unasked by the family, during my absence, 
and proposed, if their consent was obtained, to have an operation per- 
formed by tying the vessel ! 

Autopsy, 18 hours after death——Tumor less prominent. Right 
lung and pleura healthy. On laying left pleural cavity freely open, a 
good deal of serum escaped. A soft dark clot covered the organs 
in the cavity completely, two small projections of lung only ap- 
pearing through it. Nearly two quarts of soft coagulum were removed. 
On the outer side, the lung adhered firmly to the fifth rib, and a band 
of adhesion ran back from this. Below there were more recent adhe- 
sions between pulmonary pleura and diaphragm. The pleura covering 
lower lobe of lung was separated from it and distended by a large soft 
clot. The upper lobe adhered to the front surface of the tumor; and 
in the fissure between this and the lower lobe was a straight ragged 
rent, two inches and a quarter long, by which the blood had escaped 


* See Blakiston, Practical Observations on Certain Diseases of the Chest, &c. American 
edition, page 165. 
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from the cavity of the aneurism, through the thin layer of lung-sub- 
stance, and had peeled the pulmonary pleura from the parenchyma of 
the lower lobe. 

Pericardium a little to the right of its proper situation ; contained 
about three ounces of slightly turbid serum. Heart and valves healthy, 
but loaded with fat. Near the coronary artery, the muscular substance 
was in some points replaced by fat. Aneurismal tumor grew from 
aorta, immediately below origin of left subclavian, projecting backward 
and to the left. Its base measured on the aorta three inches and a 
quarter. It covered the vertebra, from 2d to 6th dorsal, and projected 
two inches to the right of the spine. Its posterior surface adhered to 
walls of thorax, and could only be removed by tearing. The vertebra, 
from 2d to 6th dorsal, were denuded in front, and the convexity of their 
bodies destroyed by absorption, leaving the intervertebral substance 
prominent. The ribs, from 3d to 6th, were denuded and eroded for 
about three inches from articulation with vertebre. 4th, 5th and 6th 
separated from the spine. ‘Through the opening thus made in the walls 
of the thorax, the sac passed out, and a finger could be pushed two 
inches upward behind the ribs, and as much downward. ‘The edge 
of the scapula was felt, covered by muscle. Traces of the intercostal 
vessels, plugged up, were found connected with the walls of the tumor. 
Inside the sac, the proper lining coat of the artery is continuous, from 
the upper to lower orifice, on the front and right portion of its calibre, 
which is not involved in the dilatation. The inner coat extends un- 
broken a short distance into the sac, but soon disappears ; and the walls 
of the aneurism in far the largest part consist merely of the cellular coat. 
Atheromatous deposit exists in patches through the whole aorta down to 
the diaphragm, beyond which it was not examined. Sac lined with 
coagula, partly fibrinous, white and tough. 

The examination was hurried, on account of unavoidable circumstances. 

Providence, June 12th, 1851. 


NOTES FOR A MEMOIR ON THE PATHOLOGY OF DENTO-NEURALGIA. 
BY A. C, CASTLE, M.D., NEW YORK. 
(Communicated for the Boston Medical] and Surgical Journal.} 


Cuapter III. 
Tue peculiar nervous irritability observable, in children of all tempera- 
ments, habits and constitutions, under seven years of age—the first climac- 
teric of human life ; the frailty of their nature, and their laxity of fibre ; 
the peculiar abnormal phenomena so frequently attending the period of 
dentition, at this time of life, when the mobility of the frame, and the rapidity 
of the changes in the course of growth, are so extraordinary, render the 
study of their diseases as interesting as the results are striking. The 
constant disposition to an acrimonious state, as indicated in the frequent 
defluxions which are ever tending to develope those distressing and fatal 
maladies classed as the diseases of children, may be looked upon in the 
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character of, and as indicating an effort of nature to rid the system of 
the many irritating obnoxious influences in connection with the eruptive 
febrile exanthemata. Children of every race, of every clime, and of 
every temperament and constitution, present the same peculiar predis- 
position to constitutional irritations, which weekly help, by their fatal 
terminations, to swell up the bills of mortality with the numerous vic- 
tims of infantile disorders. 

There have not been wanting authors who, with lachrymose re- 
pinings, dwell with melancholy wailings at the deterioration of the civil- 
ized portion of the human family, when compared with the broad mus- 
cular chest, the manly vigor, the wild and noble dignity and bold out- 
lines of man as developed in the savage of our numerous wilds ; or with 
the freedom from constitutional derangement enjoyed by the sleek, soft, 
rounded bodies and limbs of the African race of the Eastern tropics. 
The imagery of savage life, in which we may indulge, may induce the 
idea that they enjoy immunity from sickness, chronic affections, and 
hereditary disease, as well as being exempt from pains during parturi- 
tion, in contra-distinction to the sufferings of women brought up within 
the routine of civilized culture. But such is not the fact. ‘The weakly 
die, the robust live, and hence their paucity in numbers. 

A large majority of these infantile maladies, although not embraced 
within the strict meaning of my pathological notes upon dento-neuralgic 
affections, yet are interesting as being dependent upon the nerves and 
their sympathies, which are the only agents in transmitting irritations. 
Hence they constitute the morbid sympathies, presenting a phase of 
dento-neuralgic affections, or those nervous excitements repugnant to 
the vital powers. The partial super-excitement, say of a nervous fibril 
of a motor portion of the fifth pair of nerves, would naturally superin- 
duce a congestion that would impair the functions of those organs upon 
which the nerve would bring its action. We can obtain no information 
from a child, under such circumstances, nor can we discover any neu- 
ralgic pains, but are compelled to rest content with such diagnostic 
marks as an intuitive genius in connection with experience may dic- 
tate to the mind of the practitioner. The maladies, or a majority of 
them, of the infantile state, may, in an eminent degree, be attributed 
to nervous irritation of the dental ganglia of the fifth pair of nerves, 
superinducing an augmented arterial action, and vascular action gene- 
rally, in connection with sympathetic irritation of the 7th and 10th pairs 
of nerves and the excitor motor spinal nerves ; producing cerebral ex- 
citement, gastric irritations and sympathetic cough, by the irritation of 
the recurrent nerve of the par vagum, with general neuralgic pains, or 
colics, vomitings, diarrioeas, salivation, &c. &c. These are a portion 
of the evils attendant upon this trying period of infantile existence. 

With regard to nervous irritation, the excess of the sympathies of 
relation may produce death ; the organ sympathetically irritated may be 
brought into an abnormal condition to a greater extent than the one 
originally affected, not only compromising the organ thus sympathetically 
affected, but also the life of the child. We have, then, in the above- 
mentioned various abnormal phenomena, so frequently found attending 
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the period of dentition, conclusive proofs that nervous irritations, by 
their recurrent action, produce cerebral excitements, of which fever, 
fits, constipation of the bowels and sympathetic pulmonary atiections, 
hooping cough inclusive, are the premonitorics only for the development 
of that terrible and fatal affection, hydrocephalus. In this disease we 
find, as its premonitory symptoms, all the pains peculiar and analogous 
to neuralgia of the bead and face, as exhibited during and_ before den- 
tition superinduced the fatal irritation upon the brain or its membranes ; 
to wit, shooting pains from temple to temple, thence to the back of the 
occiput and the nape of the neck, pains and Jassitude in the limbs, im- 
patience under the stimulus of light, pains in the eyeballs and nose, 
and throbbings in the teeth. Whether the process of dentition prima- 
rily produces these symptoms in connection with dental recurrent irrica- 
tion on the brain, or that they are secondary, attending the incipient 
stages as the symptoms of the developing hydrocephalus in all its fear- 
ful and hopeless phases, they are unquestionably the results of nervous 
irritations and nervous debility. It ts of rare occurrence to meet with 
hydrocephalus in children after the absorption of the roots, or the re- 
moval of the deciduous teeth shall have relieved the dental nervous sys- 
tem of their irritating influence—compared with the vast numbers of 
children whose disorders during dentition and the presence of the first 
teeth, terminate their lives with cerebral derangements or hydrocephalus. 

A popular idea exists, which of course it is out of my power practi- 
cally to disprove, that children suffer pain in difficult, or, as it is called, 
“painful dentition.” I am of opinion, however, that dental irritation 
during the period of dentition, in seventy-five per cent. of cases, is more 
dependent upon a violent and distressing—maddening, if you please— 
itching in the gums and fauces of the infant, than upon pain, which only 
exists when an inflammatory action is present. Now itching, when it 
is intense in its character, is in an eminent degree more calculated to 
produce either nervous prostration or cerebral excitement than pain. 
The animal system will bear pain for a long, a very long period, before it 
will succumb. I do not mean to deny that pain yields its quota, involy- 
ing the safety of children in its formidable concomitants. The nerves 
(says Mr. Mayo) which minister to the sense of feeling, are the poste- 
rior roots of the spinal nerves, the large division of the fifth, the nervi 
vagi, and the glosso-pharyngeal nerves, all of which have ganglions at 
their origin. We have through these nerves in dentition, first, heat ; 
second, soreness ; third, a tickling sensation ; fourth, itching ; and, lastly, 
pain. The sense of itching is nothing more nor less than a painful 
tickling or titillation dependent upon over charged morbid secretions or 
vascular action in the dental sacs, if I may be permitted to reason from 
analogy, and to base my argument upon experience of adult dentition in 
process of the cutting of wisdom teeth. Although I have not found itching 
sensations to be present to any great extent, I have found in such cases en- 
largement of the tonsils and the presence of pain of that acute charac- 
ter, aside from the swollen and inflamed state of the gums, that the pa- 
tient could not partake of food with any sort of comfort, nor in any 
way submit to the parts being pressed or even touched. I have never 


418 On the Pathology of Dento-neuralgia. 


found an instance wherein any individual so afflicted would find any 
kind of relief by pressure upon the surrounding parts ; but, on the con- 
trary, the pain has been increased by such proceeding. to an acute ex- 
tent. From these facts and reasonings, I believe that if pain existed in 
the gums of teething children, they would not thrust their little fists, 
with such intensity, into their mouths, nor so eagerly “ grab ” with 
their gums the ivory or gum-elastic “teething rings,” nor would they 
with such eagerness, with starting eyes and instinctive little “ grunts,” 
sensualize in the pleasurable relief evidently afforded by the friction 
of the nurse’s finger on the irritated gums. If pain were present in 
these cases, such proceedings would increase it ; the instincts of the 
child would compel it and the nurse to desist. Its cries and distress 
would attract the attention of the attendant. Now, in opposition to 
these, we do find that when teeth press upon the flesh of the gums, or 
when inflammation is actually present, or when the gums are lanced in 
such cases, the child will neither take hold of the “teething rings” nor 
permit its gums to be rubbed, and is in much distress ; it with difficulty 
seizes hold of the nipple, and with still greater difficulty draws its sus- 
tenance from its “ maternal fount.” 

The local irritation in the early periods of dentition, I am satisfied, is 
not at all dependent upon the advanced formation, or upon any pressure 
whatsoever, of the teeth on the soft parts, it very frequently being the 
case that the most intense suffering, fever, and constitutional irritation, 
are present before the teeth have escaped, as it were, from their shells, 
or even impressed their outlines on the gums. ‘Teething changes the 
whole action, for the time being, of the nervous system ; and the whole 
animal economy—the arterial, the vascular, the secretory, the excretory, 
the lymphatic systems, &c.—these are all acted upon by a peculiar acute 
and excitable sympathy ; and I know of no pain, however acute, that 
will in any way approach the intensity of suffering, and the irritating 
nervous excitement and utter prostration of the animal system, pro- 
duced by an intense itching, upon the sensient fibrils of important nerves, 
such as those supplying the teeth, face, &c. We have such examples 
in the dry piles—hemorrhoidal tumors in a feverish state. 1 have never 
met with an individual afflicted with these painful appendages, who 
would not undergo, with comparative pleasure, the acutest pain attend- 
ing these tumors, in preference to these intense itchings. The former ulti- 
mately produces debility, the latter immediately superinduces fever and 
cerebral excitement. The violent itching in the ears accompanying 
common catarrh will quickly produce fever. What is more “ madden- 
ing” than the itching of sore eyelids? The hysterical affections pio- 
duced by tickling the feet are, | presume, well known. Indeed, a man 
was tried in England for murder, who tickled a woman’s feet—his wife, 
I believe—so long as to produce hysterics, and cause convulsions that 
ended in death. May not these intense itchings produce the fevered 
mouth and head in teething children? (The intense fever and cerebral 
excitement that one or two ascarides, getting into the vagina or mouth 
of the vulva, will produce in infants, are well known. What are these 
compared to dentition?) If the lungs under such circumstances are 
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liable to congestions, it is because, from some occult law, the nervous 
instincts—figuratively speaking—cause the defluxion upon these organs 
in preference to the bowels or the brain. In other cases we find cere- 
bral or spinal irritations bringing their abnormal forces to bear upon the 
organs of respiration. We may thus in some cases account for sleep- 
lessness, restlessness, sudden starts, sudden screams and convulsions, the 
tossing the arms above the head, the nervous agitation of the fingers 
and toes, and the twitchings of the superficial muscular fibres of the 
skin, even to the lethargic state and the oblivion of a perfect coma. I 
need not dwell upon the fever attending these derangements, the impair- 
ment of the digestive powers, or the marasmus no doubt thus often su- 
perinduced. 

In the cerebral or spinal irritations attending abnormal dentition, serous 
inflammation and serous exhalation upon the cerebral cavities often 
ensue, or engorgements of the vessels of the investing membranes fol- 
low, often to such an extent as to hurry the little afflicted victim into an 
early grave. 


THE HOWLING DERVISHES OF THE EAST. 
FROM THE EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE OF THIS JOURNAL. 


Pernars some account of the orgies of the Howling Dervishes, as now 
practised in Turkey—there being a little surgery in their fanatical antics— 
may be interesting to the readers of the Journal. This order are really 
and truly the descendants of the fire-worshippers of antiquity—the Baal- 
ites, four hundred of whose priests were slain by Elijah the prophet near 
the shabby town of Kypher, about two miles to the north of the Convent 
on Mount Carmel. When Mahommedanism began to spread, under the 
irresistible influence of Damascus blades, these mad fellows gradually in- 
corporated enough of the new doctrine with their own bloody rites, to be 
spared, and in these latter days the priests of Baal and their devout dis- 
ciples embrace the most orthodox, sanctified Mussulmen of the East. At 
Scutari, where one mosque is located, on the east side of the Bosphorus, 
I was fortunate in gaining admission, and though compelled to stand in 
my stocking-feet more than an hour, I felt compensated for this sacrifice, 
as well as that of wading through mud, and passing another hour under 
the eaves, before gaining admittance into the sanctum sanctorum. The 
mosque has side galleries—one being occupied by males, and the opposite, 
boarded up to the top with fine lattice work, by females, who can peep 
through without being seen. No females are admitted on the lower floor. 
On entering from the front door, we turned to the right, into a sort of long 
pew, railed off from the main floor of the mosque, probably forty-five feet 
square. At one end, or rather the upper side of the apartment, sat the 
principal priest, a man of about fifty, with keen, restless eyes. He was 
supported on the right and left by other, but inferior priests, designated b 

the magnitude and structure of their turbans and robes. Back of them, 
next the wall, were several very large, fat, gray-bearded, eminent men, 
well accommodated on soft mats. Two lateral lines of worshippers ex- 
tended down towards the lower end of the mosque. Suspended on the 
wall back of the chief operators, were horrible looking axes :—one had a 
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cutting edge of full two feet, with a long handle. Then there were hooks, 
sharp spears, &c. &c. The collection was large, and made one’s flesh 
crawl! not a little to look at it. On the line midway between the floor 
and galleries were twenty-three large tambourines, eleven small drums, 
and eight pair of metal cymbals. For a considerable time they were in a 
kind of ecstatic prayer, wagging their heads either way, with closed eyes 
and outspread hands, while the priest kept up a demi-musical recitative 
articulation. By and by they simultaneously sprang to their feet, formed 
acircle, placing their arms over each other's shoulders, and performed 
something analogous to a dance, stamping to the time of a monotonous 
chant, and moving round and round ina circle. A low hum, not dissimi- 
lar to the drone of a bagpipe, as heard in Scotland, an octave below the 
tone of the leader, produced a striking eflect even upon myself. By de- 
grees they warmed up, and as the furor began to approach, garment after 

garment was detached, and some of them were wild as maniacs in their 
gesticulations. Next the circle broke, and lines were formed. The sing- 
ing became more impassioned, and there they stood bowing and swaying, 
Without moving the feet, precisely as the dancing girls of Upper Egypt 
entertain their patrons. Finally, two stout fellows, stripped to the skin all 
but their drawers, marched to the priest, who put into their hands two 
wooden balls, each, projecting from which were poniards, ten inches long, 
sharp and bright. They flourished them in all directions, bowed, whirled 
about the balls, nearly the ordinary size of ninepin balls, with such care- 
less activity, that I endeavored to get behind a pillar, lest one of them 
should fly from their grasp in my direction. At the moment when the 
whole assembly of worshippers were wrought to the highest bearable point 
of excitement, amid the din of the tambourines, drums, cymbals, chants, 
and intermittent howls—which latter were low, solemn and unearthly—one 
of them fell on his back, with the sharp point of the dagger resting on 
the pit of his stomach. With a firm grasp he held it perpendicularly 
—the balls being free at the other end—above his clenched fingers. One 
of the priests, supported by the hands of two assistants, stepped up and 
stood with one foot on the balls—and I trembled lest his weight should drive 
the dagger through the body of the infatuated creature. But by his prodi- 
gious strength he supported the ponderous old priest, and kept the dagger 
from being forced through to the floor. This was denominated a miraculous 
circumstance. Next, five boys, from twelve down to not far from six years 
of age, came up to the same priest, who took a sharp steel rod, the size of 
the largest sail needle, having a heavy flat handle in the form of a crozier, 
and thrust it through both cheeks of each boy—the handle on one side, 
and the protruding point on the other, giving all of ten inches in length 
to the instrument. Being between the jaws, the teeth could not be closed. 

The youngest flinched a trifle, but the others were perfectly firm. They 
then took their places, unable to close the mouth, while the blood trickled 
down to the chin. Their distorted countenances were extremely painful 
to contemplate. At this stage of the exhibition, miracles were to be 
wrought for the recovery of sick persons. One after another laid flat on 
their backs, and the old priest stepped on their bodies and bore his whole 
weight on the chest. Five were prostrate at once, over whom he walked, 
giving each the pressure of his holy feet. One female was introduced, 

veiled, who was placed on her face. An infant, too, was placed under the 
torture of his pontifical tread. When the steel stilettoes were withdrawn 
from the cheeks of the boys, I examined the wounds of one of them, and 
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the little deceived chap declared that it did not hurt him, and the gaping 
crowd of undignified Mussulmen viewed it as a most marvellous matter 
that they were not injured, pained or maimed—a convincing proof to them 
of the divine nature of the act. Government have, to its honor, forbidden 
many of the cruel rites heretofore practised by this sect, as being too abo- 
minable, both in the act and tendency. The feats I witnessed are only 
occasional. An American missionary, who has resided here many years, 
told me be had never yet witnessed the scences here detailed. 

On the following day I saw the whirling dervishes perform at Pera. 
The mosque was an octagon, with a gallery for concealing females, yet giv- 
ing them a chance to look on all about and below them. An orchestra 
contained a poor flute player, a drum, and something producing a noise, 
but not likely to be mistaken for harmony. ‘The area of the mosque being 
cleared, the elect brethren, wearing high conical felt caps, dressed in short 
cloth jackets, heavy full skirts and barefooted, formed a circle. Alternate 
prayers, chants, hums, and bowings, prepared the dervishes for their gym- 
nastic exercises, which were commenced with a certain terrible explosion 
of discordant sounds from all the instruments at once. Paying their obei- 
sance to the priest, who was ina green habit, squatting on a soft sheepskin 
with the wool on, the twenty-one began to turn round slowly on an axis, 
while they gradually progressed onwardly round the room, keeping the 
circle mathematically exact. By little and little the furor was developed, 
and they whirled with rapidity. It was a representation, to my mind, of 
the solar system in miniature. While each revolved on a centre, all were 
going round the room. ‘They had a sleepy expression, as though ina 
vertigo, and that is the stage at which they feel themselves absorbed or 
expanded, | know not which, into communion with the divine essence. 


DEATH BY HANGING. 
BY R. M. PORTER, M.D., OF NASHVILLE, TENN. 


A POST-MORTEM examination was made twenty-four hours after death, 
upon two negroes, Henry and Moses, executed at Nashville on the 2Ist 
February, 1851. 

The brain was congested in both cases. The vessels supplied with 
blood from the carotids were tinged with blood of a dark venous hue ; 
those supplied by the vertebral arteries preserved their natural aspect, 
the blood retaining its scarlet arterial color. The two kinds of blood 
were very distinctly seen at the termination of the basilar artery in the 
circle of Willis. ‘The sinuses of the dura mater were full to distension. 

In both subjects, there was considerable effusion Jf serum into the 
arachnoid cavities, sub-arachnoid cellular tissue and ventricles—to such 
an amount as probably to have caused serous apoplexy. There was no 
extravasation of blood in any part, nor any appreciable lesion of the ce- 
rebral substance. ‘There was no fracture, nor serious luxation of the 
cervical vertebra. 

In both cases the lungs were very much engorged, and had the dark- 
purplish tinge of splenization. By pressing any portion of the lungs 
between the fingers, the pulmonary tissues were made to assume their 
natural color. ‘The blood was fluid in every part of the body ; venous 
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congestion was very marked ; the left side of the heart was empty ; the 
right side was full. 

The mark of the rope around the neck was left, looking as if the skin 
had been seared with a hot iron, and there was a contusion of the 
superficial layer of muscles corresponding with the impression on the sur- 
face. In Henry, much the heavier body of the two, the sterno-cleido 
mastoid muscle was nearly severed, leaving only a few fibres on the right 
side opposite that on which the hangman’s knot was placed. 

In the thorax of Moses, an abscess was found nearly ready to burst ; 
it contained three or four ounces of pus. This being evacuated, it was 
ascertained that the 4th and 5th dorsal vertebre were carious, and the 
intervertebral substance was nearly destroyed. All the lumbar vertebra 
were carious, and an abscess was formed on the right side containing 
about half a gallon of purulent matter. On the left side was a smaller 
abscess. There was also a small abscess on the right elbow-joint. Yet 
there was nothing in the external appearance or configuration to indicate 
that he was not a healthy negro. ‘There were extensive pleuritic adhe- 
sions in both cases. 

Inspection of the bodies a few hours after the execution, showed that 
there had been an emission of semen from both, but no relaxation of the 
sphincter of the anus or bladder. There was some tumefaction of the 
face and lividity of the lips; the eyes wore their natural appearance. 
The jaws were firmly locked ; the tongue protruding slightly and deeply 
indented by the teeth; rigor mortis had not taken place in the limbs. 
The bodies were still warm. 

The following extract from the London Quarterly Review may not 
be without interest in connection with this subject. 

“ An immense number of persons recovered from insensibility (pro- 
duced by hanging) have recorded their sensations, and agree in the re- 
port that an easier end could not be desired. An acquaintance of Lord 
Bacon, who meant to hang himself partially, lost his footing, and was 
cut down at the last extremity, having nearly paid for his curiosity with 
his life. He declared that he felt no pain, and his only sensation was of 
fire before his eyes, which changed first to black and then to sky-blue. 
These colors are even a source of pleasure. A Captain Montagnac, 
who was hanged in France during the religious wars, and rescued from 
the gibbet at the intercession of Viscount Turenne, complained that 
having lost all the pain in an instant, he had been taken from a light 
of which the charm defied description. A criminal who escaped by the 
breaking of the cord, said that after a second of suffering, a fire appeared 
and across it a most beautiful avenue of trees. Henry 1V. of France 
sent his physician to question him, and when mention was made of a 
pardon, the man answered that it was not worth the asking. The uni- 
formity of description renders it useless to multiply instances. All agree 
that the uneasiness is quite momentary, that a pleasurable feeling imme- 
diately succeeds, that colors of various hue start up before the sight, and 
that these having been gazed on for a trivial space, the rest is oblivion. 
The mind, averted from the reality of its situation, is engaged in scenes 
the most remote from that which fills the eye of the spectator—the 
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vile rabble, the hideous gallows, and the struggling form that swings in 
the wind.”—Nashville Journal of Medicine and Surgery. 


— 


BOSTON, JUNE 25, 1851. 


EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

Literature and Religion in Greece.—I was both surprised and gratified 
to discover how many books are published in modern Greek. Besides 
some excellent ones on geography, history, &c. &c., some on medicine, 
surgery, and even anatomy, have been translated. The Athenians are also 
a newspaper-reading people. There are five or six papers published here, 
giving the citizens a fresh one, if not two, daily. ‘They contain copious 
extracts from the English and French, and the editors comment freely and 
fearlessly on the measures of government. The Sabbath is observed very 
much as in Roman Catholic countries. Shops are open, the markets are 
crowded, and auctions are going on. A band of music in the public square, 
with a military parade, and a show of the queen and suit, make it a bust- 
ling day, although they are superstitious in many things, and may be called 
a church-going people. 

Corfu, April 18th, 1851.—A pleasanter run could not have been desired 
than was had from Athens to Syra, and from thence through the Grecian 
islands, to Zante,’where the currants are raised. This is a cheerful-looking 
town, on the margin of a fine sea basin, the houses receding back up the 
hill in one direction, much as they do at Quebec. On the highest eleva- 
tion is a fortress. The circumstance that dwellings and white cottages are 
seen in the distance from the harbor, in the valleys and on the precipitous 
sides of the mountains, shows the influence of laws that protect property 
and secure life. No such isolated points of human habitation are seen in 
Greece or Turkey. Corfu, the capital of all the [onian islands, is under a 
tolerable degree of cultivation. Trees abound, giving the whole a cheerful, 
inviting appearance. Olivesand fruits are produced in immense abundance, 
and sold ridiculously cheap. Fish, including snails, squid, and other little 
monsters of the deep never eaten in our country, are plenty, and the scale 
fish, excellent in all respects, were purchased for a mere trifle. Vegetables, 
too, of many varieties, line the street sides. Some of the public edifices— 
the palace of the Lord High Commissioner, the parliament house, &.— 
and some of the private residences, are quite comfortable, but far from be- 
ing imposing. Some of the best of them are on one side of a public square, 
bounded in one direction by the palace, and in another by the citadel. 
These [onian islands constitute an independent government in theory, but 
are actually a dependence on the British government. They are Greeks, 
who elect their own representatives and make their own laws, but if these 
do not happen to suit the policy of the English court, they are vetoed by 
the Commissioner. He is appointed by the English crown, by consent of 
the continental powers—an old bargain of some years standing—and is 
really a guardian who watches over the deliberations of the assembly, and 
compels the people to do just as he directs. The garrisons are filled with 
British soldiers, for which the Greeks pay good salaries, as they are also 
obliged to do in respect to the great functionary, the Commissioner. But 
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English surveillance has given character and a certain degree of prosperity 
to the people. It is essentially a British colony. All the flags of the 
Austrian steamer on which I made the voyage were at half-mast as we en- 
tered Corfu. Presuming some distinguished personage was lying dead, 
my surprise was great on being informed it was because it was Good 
Friday. <All the Greek, and one Roman Catholic church, had a grand 
show of lighted candles, and the multitudes were pushing on to kiss pie- 
tures and prostrate themselves under a large canopy, with silver legs, which 
was to be carried in procession on the following day. 

Business is nothing, and cannot increase under the miserable health 
laws existing at Corfu. There might be commercial activity, and a rapid 
exchange of commodities with other nations, but it seems the policy is to 
keep every body away who would contribute to the local prosperity of the 
people. he coast of Albania is directly opposite—scarcely three miles 
distant, with its lofty mountain peaks glittering with ice and snow—yet 
no person can go over to Corfu with a cabbage head for sale without being 
subjected to a quarantine of twenty-four hours! The cost of a vessel’s 
riding out a quarantine would eat up the profits of a good cargo. They 
who “go down to the sea in ships” are warned to keep away from the 
Jonian ielands, if they would save what they have. It was a farce, indeed, 
to see the Italian doctor handle a bill of health from Athens, with tongs ! 

We were struck, while walking in the streets of Corfu, with the im- 
mense number of young lambs for sale—led about, carried in the arms, 
and borne on the shoulders of those who offered them for sale. The next 
day, April 19th, every head of a family, we were told, who could possibly 
raise money enough to purchase one, would do so, and sprinkle the lintel 
of his door with its blood, or rather make a cross with it. 

At sea, after leaving Corfu, we could see the snow-capped mountains of 
Dalmatia, and the rough outlines of range after range, which indicated 
cold chills in their neighborhood ; yet on the deck of the steamer the weather 
was quite comfortable. The number of languages spoken on board, such as 
Greek, Turkish, Italian, Spanish, French, German, English, and several 
others, was truly extraordinary. In good time, at the termination of an 
uncommonly delightful sail through the Adriatic, we arrived in the plea- 
sant harbor of Trieste, the principal port of the Austrian dominions. ‘Two 
miserable fellows were kept on board, at the expense of the steamboat 
company, all the way from Greece, to certify to the condition of health on 
board, and at the place of departure. ‘Two florins would induce them to 
sign anything. He who bids the highest, in the opinion of travellers, in 
these countries, commands the service. All the passports were first taken 
to the police, where they were probably accurately copied, to the descrip- 
tion even of a wart on a traveller’s nose. 

Trieste is a cleanly, well paved and well watered little city, whose-busi- 
ness would quadruple, were it not for that barrier to commercial activity 
everywhere predominant in the Mediterranean—the quarantine. The pub- 
lic fountains are elegant in design, but unfortunately some of the statuary 
is shamefully mutilated. Of the pubhe institutions, | could gather no in- 
formation worth communicating. People seem to live out of doors, and 
in front of restorators, as they do in Paris. Every body sings or plays on 
musical instruments, and the city is therefore full of vivacity. A better 
market cannot be found; and the peasant women, with their white head- 
dresses and straight hanging petticoats, bound with red—and the young 
men in breeches, open at the knees, with high fur caps, and silver buttons 
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suspended by links from the vest, an inch in diameter, are new objects to 
a stranger. 

By riding in a diligence and on a railroad, two nights and one day and 
a half uninterruptedly, we arrived at the capital of Austria, Vienna. Bel- 
cium has heretofore been considered by me as the model agricultural coun- 
try; but since travelling in the interior of Austria, Iam obliged to say that 
the latter surpasses Belgium both in the economy and neatness that cha- 
racterize every nook and corner of the farming districts. A perfect air of 
cleanliness pervades the country. No fences mar the landscape. Cattle 
are invariably watched, while feeding, by children. Swine, goats and 
sheep are principally managed by a shepherd and dog. A passion exists 
for placing churches and chapels on the highest accessible mountain peaks, 
between Trieste and Vienna, which have a wonderfully fine efiect in the 
distance. About one hundred miles from the Adriatic, the forests are well 
grown, and have quite a New England appearance. Common farm houses 
are thatched, and half of each one is a barn. They have none of the 
wretchedness that appertains to the peasantry of Ireland; on the contrary, 
comfort, plenty, cheerfulness, and praiseworthy industry, characterize the 
outward appearance of all the rural portions of the empire yet examined. 
Much attention is bestowed upon the cultivation of fruit trees, and the 
planting of groves of pine and other wood for timber. I am sorry to say 
there is one serious drawback to this apparently happy condition of the 
farmers. ‘The females labor out of doors precisely as the men do, and par- 
ticipate in all the hardships and drudgery incident to a thorough tillage. 
They carry brick, mix mortar and carry it in tubs on their heads to the 
tops of high buildings, saw wood at the doors of people, and young girls 
are frequently seen ditching and shovelling gravel in the company of coarse, 
vulgar men, who seem never to spare a low joke out of respect to them. 
This is demoralizing in the extreme—but is no worse here than in many 
of the European countries which have the reputation of being in a high 
state of civilization. 


Animal Magnetism.—We supposed the day had passed by when “ani- 
mal magnetism” would receive any special attention from men of sci- 
ence. But it seems we were mistaken in our supposition ; for at this very 
time there lies before us a neat voluine of 354 pages, fresh from the 
publishing house of Blanchard & Lea, Philadelphia, entitled “Letters to 
a Candid Inquirer on Animal Magnetism. By Wm. Gregory, M.D., &c., 
of Edinburgh.” We confess that a “candid” inquiry, or, at the most, a 
thorough examination of the subject, has never been made by us, for we 
could never fee] justified in the expenditure of the time that would neces- 
sarily be required in such investigation ; with the belief, also, that were the 
science perfectly and satisfactorily demonstrated, it would be unattended with 
any great benefit to the human family. There can be no doubt that many 
strange and unaccountable phenomena have occurred, during the experi- 
ments that have been made by eminent men, on those persons who are sus- 
ceptible to dmpressions ; yet we never have been fully convinced, at any ex- 
hibition which we have attended, that there was no collusion between the 
operator and his subject. These letters of Dr. Gregory are certainly 
written in a careful manner, evincing a mind that has been well cultivated, 
and one familiar with the subject upon which he treats; and we therefore 
recommend them to the consideration of the profession and the public ge- 
nerally. 
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Taking Blood in Diseases—A pamphlet has been received from New 
York, upon the title page of which is found the following bold assamption— 
“The practice of taking blood in diseases contrary to common sense, to 
general experience, to enlightened reason, and to the manifest laws of the 
divine providence.” This pamphlet contains the petition of a Dr. Wm. 
Turner, of New York city, to the legislature of his State, praying that body 
to enact a law, making it a penal offence for any one to use the lancet for 
the abstraction of blood in diseases; also some newspaper notices of the 
same, and ending with extracts from Dr. Samuel Dickson’s paper on the 
“fallacies of the faculty.” Before we received this pamphlet, mention 
was made, in the miscellaneous department of the Journal, that Dr. T. had 
applied to the legislature for the purpose mentioned, and we supposed the 
man to be either insane, or most decidedly anxious to become notorious 
about something ; and we are inclined to believe, after perusing this docu- 
ment, that we were not far out of the way. The argument of this “chro- 
no-thermal practitioner” against a proper use of the lancet is fallacious, 
and if he is not better acquainted with pathology than he appears to be in 
this pamphlet, we should say he had no right to use such potent remedies 
as arsenic, mercurials, &c., which he recommends. 


Castleton Medical College.—At the close of the spring course of lectures, 
in this institution, on the 18th inst., the degree of Doctor of Medicine was 
conferred upon thirty-five gentlemen, who had passed a creditable exami- 
nation by the Faculty and Board of Delegates of the Vermont State Me- 
dical Society. The occasion was enlivened by the music of an excellent 
band, and the graduates and citizens assembled were agreeably entertained 
by an address from Adrian Theodore Woodward, M.D., of Whitehall, N.Y. 
As a consequence of the present easy access of this college, from all points, 
by railroads, and the increasing advantages which it offers to students, the 
late session has received an increase of patronage flattering to its teachers 
and friends. 


Mechanism of Jenny Lind’s Voice.—The following interesting article on 
the mechanism of Jenny Lind’s voice, is taken from a late English jour- 
nal. We fully agree with the writer as to the remarkable power of her 
voice, and her wonderful skill in managing it. 

“The voice of this great cantatrice is one of those wonderful natural gifts 
which Providence occasionally vouchsafes to a favorite mortal. Jenny 
Lind possesses what may be termed a double voice, the natural voice from 
grave to the acute, a range over three octaves; and she has the power and 
faculty of producing a recurrent, or backward voice, into the lungs, upon 
the upper and lower notes in singing, which is purely ventriloquous, of 
which faculty her ‘echo’ song is a perfect illustration. Thus she is able 
to control her voice upon the most difficult vibrations of the vocal chords, 
to be perfect in her intervals, and, which renders her so surprising in the 
perfection of her intonations, that they ring upon the ear with an effect and 
a charm so indescribable and puzzling to the hearer. 

“The peculiarity of this ventriloquous power, and the wonderful part of 
her vocalization is, that her organization enables her to use those recurrent 
sounds, the same as a person whistling executes sounds by the recurrent 
action or drawing in the breath while inspiring. This faculty Jenny Lind 
controls and manages with an ease, a grace, and with such masterly artise 
tic skill, as almost to defy detection by the most refined and critical ear. 
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By this recurrent or ventriloquial action she has the command of the epi- 
glottis and its parts (the valve closing the laryngeal chamber when in the 
act of swallowing,) vibrating plates, similar to the plates forming the 
bronchial fissure of the larynx which I have stated is the natural passage 
for the air forming the voice. 

“Tn addition to the command over her vocal faculties, she sings from the 
larynx, while she throws the vocal force from the lungs and diaphragm, 
giving toit the strength, the fulness, the roundness, and the steadiness and 
endurance of the grave, or “chest voice.” By this immensity of vocal 
power, by the contraction and diminution of the vocal chamber, she is en- 
abled to trill and revel high in alto, without any detection from her hearers 
of any stop, or of any change in her voice. Thus her intonations and mo- 
dulations by this peculiar organization, are rendered perfect, and her upper 
and lower notes are given with an inflexibility and softness of which her 
dying away “echo” tone is a practical illustration; as are also each ca- 
denza, “run,” ‘‘shake” and “trill.” made upon her tones with a decision, 
flexibility, purity and correctness that are only surpassed by the delicate 
yet magnificent swell and chaste diminuendo of her middle and lower tones, 
which has established that * indescribable peculiarity” in her voice, and 
emphatically secured to her the euphonious title of “the Nightingale.” 
Nor are these all. In her trilling notes she has the faculty of using the 
accessory recurrent notes. It is our opinion, that the exercising of these 
notes and this ventriloquous faculty, by overtasking her powers, lost to 
Jenny Lind her voice for a period. These accessory notes, although dis- 
similar, are rendered artistically correct, and at once strike the mind, 
awaken attention and wonderment, both as to the cause and their execution.” 


The New Postage Law.—The next and succeeding numbers of this Journal will be sent out sub- 
ject to the regulations of the new postage law. As under this law the present distinction between 
periodical and newspaper postage is continued, it —_ be necessary to repeat, what we have so 
ofien said, that the weekly issue of this Journal should be subject to newspaper postage. ‘To the 
reasous which formerly existed for thus classing it, was added, during the last year, the decision, 
by the P. M_ General, that the African Repository, a monthly 8vo. periodical issued at Washing- 
ton, and stitched in a cover, was, according to the meaning of the law, a newspaper. We believe 
there is not a deputy post-master in the country who can hesitate, having before him that periodical 
and ours, and the decision alluded to, as to what postage to charge on our weekly sheets. With this 
understanding, the weekly numbers of the Journal will go free by mail in Sutiolk county; within 
50 miles of Boston, at 5 ceuts per quarter; between 59 and 300 miles, at 10 ets. per quarter ; be- 
tween 300 and 1000 miles at 15 ets. per quarter ; between 1000 and 2000 miles, at 20 ets. per quar- 
ter. On the Monthly Parts, under 500 miles, 1 cent an ounce; between 500 and 1500 miles, 2 cts. ; 
between 1500 and 2500 miles, 3 cents—with a deduction of one half these latter charges ou pay- 
ment quarterly in advance. 


Suffolk District Medical Society —Subject for discussion at the meeting on Saturday eve- 
ning, June 28th (instead of Wednesday, as inadvertently stated last week), ‘The Treatment of 
the Convulsions of Children.” 


Marrieh,—In Mount Weleome, N.C, April 20th. Dr. C. L. Hunter, of Lincoln county, N.C. 
to Miss Catharine F. Lyman, of Amherst, Mass.— In Leicester, Mass., June 12th, Dr. Wm. H. 
Brown of Bangor. Me., to Miss Ann Eliza Woodcock, daughter of John Woodcock, Esq.—In 
this city, Dr. D. P. Francis, of N- Loadon, Ct, to Miss Naney W. Pinkham, of Boston.—June 12, 
rp L.. Carter, M.D., of Burlington, N. J., to Lissie C., daughter of the late Thomas F. Lewis, 
of Baltimore. 


Deaths in Boston—tor the week ending Saturday noon, June 21, 74.—Males, 35—femates, 39, 
Accidental, 3—apoplexy,1—inflammation of bowe!s, 1—consum tion, 18—convulsions, 2—colic, 1 
—croup, 2—diabetes, l—dropsy, 1—dropsy of the brain, 2—drowned, 2—erysipelas, 3—typhus fe- 
ver,l—typhoid fever, 1—scarlet fever, 1—lung fever, 2—brain fever, 2—gangrene, 1—disease of 
heart, 2—infantile, 8—disease of the liver, 2—inflammation of the lungs. 3—marasmus, 2—old 7 
3—pleurisy, 1—disease of spine, 1—teething, 1—disease of throat, 1—tumor, 
worms, 1. 

Under 5 years, 27—between 5 and 20 years, 12—between 20 and 40 years, 17—between 40 
and 60 years, 13—over 60 years, 5. Americans, 31; foreigners and children of foreigners, 43. 

The above includes 10 deaths at the City Institutions. 
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Special Committees of the American Med. Association —Each Chairman 
selects two associates—-reports to be made next May. 

Ist. Dr. F. Condie, Philadelphia, Chairman of the Committee on the 
causes of the Tubercular Diathesis. 


2d. Dr. S. H. Dickson, of Charleston, S. C., on the blending and con- 
version of the Types of Fever. 


3d. Dr. James Jones, of New Orleans, on the mutual relations of Yel- 
low and Bilious Remittent Fevers. 
4th. Dr. John B. Johnson, of St. Louis, Mo., on Epidemic Erysipelas. 


5th. Dr. Charles D. Meigs, of Philadelphia—Acute and Chronic Dis- 
eases of the Neck of the Uterus. 


6th. Dr. J. P. Jervey, of S. C., on Dengue. 

7th. Dr. Daniel Drake, of Cincinnati—Milk Sickness, so called. 

Sth. Dr. Lopez, of Mobile, Ala.—Epidemic Prevalence of Tetanus. 

9th. Dr. Geo. B. Wood, of Philadelphia, on Diseases of Parasitic Origin. 

10th. Dr. R. D. Arnold, of Savannah, Geo., on the Physiological Pe- 
culiarities and Diseases of Negroes. 

llth. Dr. Horatio Adams, of Waltham, Mass., on the Action of Water 
on Lead Pipes, and the Diseases which proceed from it. 

12th. Dr Jos. Carson, of Philadelphia, on the Alkaloids which may be 


substituted for Quinia. 


13th. Dr. Geo. Hayward, of Boston, Mass., on the Permanent Cure of 
Reducible Hernia. 


14th. Dr. S. D. Gross, of Louisville, Ky., on Results of Surgical Ope- 
rations for the Relief of Malignant Diseases. 


15th. Dr. James R. Wood, New York—Statistics of the Operation for 
the Removal of Stone in the Bladder. 

16th. Dr. C. A. Pope, St. Louis, Mo.—Water, its topical uses in Surgery. 

17th. Dr. Alex. H. Stevens, New York—Sanitary Principles applicable 
to the Construction of Dwellings. 


18. Dr. Porcher, Charleston, S. C.—Toxicological and Medicinal Pro- 
perties of our Cryptogamic Plants. 

19th. Dr. G. Emerson, Philadelphia—Agency of the Refrigeration pro- 
duced through upward Radiation of Heat, as an exciting cause of disease. 

20th. Dr. Worthington Hooker, Connecticut, on the Epidemics of New 
England and New York. 

2ist. Dr. John L. Atlee, of Lancaster, Penn., on the Epidemics of New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland. 

22d. Dr. Robert W. Haxall, Richmond, Va., on the Epidemics of Vir- 
ginia and North Carolina. 

23d. Dr. Wm. M. Boling, Montgomery, Ala., on the Epidemics of 
South Carolina, Georgia, Florida and Alabama. 

24th. Dr. Ed. H. Barton, Louisiana, on the Epidemics of Mississippi, 


Louisiana, Texas and Arkansas. 


25th. Dr. Sutton, Georgetown, Ky., on the Epidemics of Tennessee 
and Kentucky. 


26th. Dr. Thos. Reyburn, Missouri, on the Epidemics of Missouri, IIli- 
nois, lowa and Wisconsin. 

27th. Dr. Geo. Medenhall, Ohio, on the Epidemics of Ohio, Indiana and 
Michigan. 

The following gentlemen were appointed on the Committee for Volunteer 
Communications, viz. :—Drs. G. Hayward, J. B. S. Jackson, D. H. Storer, 
J. Bigelow, of Boston; and Dr. Usher Parsons, of Providence, R. I. 
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